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Cedar county

payroll
PAY DATE 2/20/2026

VENDOR VENDOR TOTAL
Benefits Inc. 960.82
Washington National Ins Co. 167.26
Fidelity Investments 1,200.00
Phelps the Uniform Specialists 34.10
Cincinnati Life Insurance Co 417.98
IPERS 120,614.32
Cedar County Health Fund 166,741.44
Cedar County Treasurer 421.00
Nationwide Retirement Solution 140.00
Cedar County Treasurer 77,346.79
Cedar County Treasurer 10,203.99
Cedar County Treasurer 9,079.86
Cedar County Treasurer 361.82
Cedar County Treasurer 1,016.42
COUNTY TOTAL 388,705.80

WBT 10

Cedar county board
(FOLLOWING IS A SYNOPSIS OF
MINUTES.FULL TEXT OF DAY’'S
MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE FOR
INSPECTION AT AUDITOR’S OFFICE
OR ON OUR WEBSITE—WWW.
CEDARCOUNTY.IOWA.GOV)

TIPTON, IOWA

Feb. 24, 2026

Cedar County Board of Supervisors met
in regular session at 8:30 a.m. Feb. 24,
2026 with following members present:
Bixler, Barnhart, Gaul, Kaufmann, and
Chairperson Bell. Minutes reported by
Deputy Auditor Hamdorf. Members of
public were also present.

Board viewed correspondence from vari-
ous agencies.

Manure Management Annual Updates
submitted.

It  noted following Handwritten
Disbursement issued on 2/20/2026 to
Cedar County Treasurer for Benefits,
Inc. for an electronic deposit: #445001
for $2,335.68-self funded medical claims.
Moved by Bixler seconded by Barnhart to
approve agenda.

Ayes: All

Chairperson Bell addressed public
for comments. Public Health Director
Wagaman informed Board that a home-
maker has submitted her notice of res-
ignation, and she has posted to replace
position.  Stacey Renee Bair-Harmon
read an email to Board to put them on
formal notice regarding systemic cor-
ruption and obstruction currently taking
place with Cedar County Courthouse and
Sheriff's Department. Each Board mem-
ber received a copy of notice.

Moved by Gaul seconded by Kaufmann
to approve Board Minutes of Feb. 17,
2026.

Ayes: All

Moved by Barnhart seconded by Bixler to
approve Payroll Disbursements #204368-
204514 for period ending 2/14/26 and to
be paid on 2/20/26.

Ayes: All

Board reported on Outreach/Committee
Meetings they attended.

Moved by Kaufmann seconded by Bixler
to set public hearing dates for recodifica-
tion of county ordinances to 9:00 a.m. on
3/24/2026 and 3/31/2026.

Ayes: All

Moved by Kaufmann seconded by Gaul
to appoint Melissa Blank to Tipton library
board.

Ayes: All

EMS Director Dinsch provided updated
job descriptions that he worked with
HR Attorney Galloway for approval.
Licenses/Certifications and Credentialing
were updated.

Moved by Barnhart seconded by Bixler to
approve updated job description.

Ayes: All

Kaufmann provided an
Veterans Graves.

update on

Alliant Energy for Rochester Bridge proj-
ect and waive $100 fee.

Ayes: All

Moved by Barnhart seconded by
Kaufmann to approve utility permit for
Alliant Energy for Quincy Ave, Red Star
Rd, 230th St and 240th St. project and
$100 fee applies.

Ayes: All

Finance Director Dauber provided hand-
outs to board members with updated
numbers from last week’s discus-
sion. Public Health Director Wagaman
informed Board Public Health would
assume Environmental roles with
a part-time position and contract out
zoning. Dauber informed Board that
updated numbers reflect eliminating a
Correctional Officer, part-time Community
Service Clerk and part-time Custodial
staff. Sheriff Wethington stated that if
taxpayers want lower taxes giving money
to entities is not mandatory and if Board
doesn’t have money, you don't give them
any. Discussion held.

Moved by Barnhart seconded by Gaul to
reduce Senior Center, Domestic Violence
and Volunteer Services by 10% fund-
ing Senior Center $19,800, Domestic
Violence $9,675 and Volunteer Services
$24,300.

Ayes: All

Moved by Kaufmann seconded by
Barnhart to reduce River Bend Transit
by 25% funding them $12,723.75. This
decision due to Scott County not provid-
ing any funds for a service they utilize.
Ayes: All

Moved by Gaul seconded by Bixler
to reduce Cedar County Libraries by
$25,000. Discussion held and decided
this wasn’t enough.

Nays: All

Moved by Bixler seconded by Kaufmann
to reduce Cedar County Libraries by 25%
funding them with $109,125.

Ayes: All

Moved by Gaul to reduce Cedar County
Fair by $5,000.

Died due to lack of a seconded.

Moved by Barnhart seconded by Bixler
to reduce Cedar County Fair by $7,500
funding them with $35,500.

Ayes: All

Moved by Barnhart seconded by
Kaufmann to reduce Cedar Jones Early
Childhood by 20% funding them with
$800. It also mentioned that Cedar
County is fiscal agent for this entity at
no cost.

Ayes: All

Moved by Barnhart seconded by
Kaufmann to reduce Limestone Bluffs
R.C.D by 25% funding them with $6,000.
Ayes: All

Moved by Kaufmann seconded by Gaul
to reduce Workplace Learning by $370
funding them with $1,480.50.

Ayes: All

Moved by Kaufmann seconded by Bixler
to reduce Historical Society funding to $0.
Ayes: All

Moved by Barnhart seconded by
Kaufmann to reduce Lower Cedar
Watershed by 25% funding them with
$1,500.

Ayes: All

Moved by Kaufmann seconded by Bell to
reduce Community Foundation funding
to $0 as this money can be recovered by
grants provided.

Ayes: All

CCEDCO discussed and is funded at
$61,067 which is a reduction of $14,567.
Moved by Kaufmann seconded by Gaul
to approve up to $4,600 to provide flag
holders and flags to Veterans.

Ayes: All

Moved by Kaufmann seconded by
Bixler to reduce mileage for Board of
Supervisors to $0, a $5,000 reduction.
Ayes: All

Moved by Barnhart seconded by Bixler
to approve reduction of a part-time
Courthouse Custodian with cost savings
of around $22,435. This is being done
with Department Heads understanding
and agreeing to assist with duties when
needed.

Ayes: All

Three stipends were discussed. $10,000
Finance stipend is not a part of Auditor’s
Code. Consensus of Board to leave
it. two $5,000 stipends for HIPAA were
discussed. Community Services Director
Tischuk said they eliminated part time
clerk to keep HIPAA. A full-time employ-
ee would cost more than a stipend.
Tischuk will check with CAROSH to see
if we can reduce level.

General Basic. Consensus of Board
that budget meetings need to happen
earlier, and Department Heads need to
be very transparent to all employees of
what’s coming. Board also would like
to have all Department Heads make a
4% reduction in budget offset by reduc-
tions already made. Board understands
some Department Heads can't cut but will
address that in next meeting.

Moved by Kaufmann seconded by
Barnhart to have an additional budget
meeting Friday, Feb. 27, 2026 at 8:30 in
Boardroom.

Ayes: All

Nay: Bixler

Moved by Barnhart seconded by Bell
to have all Department Heads make a

some Department Heads can't cut but will
address that in next meeting.
Ayes: All
Moved by Barnhart seconded by Bixler to
reduce both legal and minutes line items
in Board’s budget by $500 each.
Ayes: All
Moved by Kaufmann seconded by
Barnhart to adjourn at 12:19 p.m., to
Feb. 27, 2026.
Ayes: All
Jon Bell, Chairperson
Nicki Welch, Auditor
WBT 10

Cedar county board
(FOLLOWING IS A SYNOPSIS OF
MINUTES.FULL TEXT OF DAY'S

OR ON OUR WEBSITE—WWW.
CEDARCOUNTY.IOWA.GOV)

TIPTON, IOWA

February 27, 2026

Cedar County Board of Supervisors met
in regular session at 8:30 a.m. February
27, 2026 with following members present:
Barnhart, Gaul, and Pro-Tem Kaufmann.
Bell and Bixler were absent. Minutes
reported by Deputy Auditor Hamdorf.
Members of public were also present.
Moved by Barnhart seconded by Gaul to
approve agenda.

Ayes: All

Absent: Bixler, Bell

Pro-Tem Kaufmann addressed public for
comments. Becky Knoche of Tipton

Budget discussion continued with 4% reduction in budget offset by reduc-  \yNUTES ARE AVAILABLE FOR SEE LEGALS, P7
tions already made. Board understands INSPECTION AT AUDITOR'S OFFICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING -PROPOSED
PROPERTY TAX LEVY
Proposed WEST BRANCH Property Tax Levy Fiscal Year
July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2027
Location of Public Hearing: Hoover Elementary Library 148 N. . . Time of Public Hearing:
Oliphant St. West Branch, IA 52358 Date of Public Hearing: 3/25/2026 05:30 PM
Location of Notice on School Website: https://www.west-
branch.k12.ia.us/proposed-tax-notice/
At the public hearing any resident or taxpayer may present oral or written objections to, or arguments in favor of the proposed tax levy.
After the hearing of the proposed tax levy, the Board will publish notice and hold a hearing on the proposed budget.
Budget Year
Current Year . Budget Year
. Effective Property Tax Dollar Levy
Final Propelrrt‘){' ;Tg;ﬁDollar Levy (No change in Property Tax Dollars Levied) Proposed Pro%g;‘tzyo";:;x Dollar Levy
FY 2027
General Fund Levy 1 4274372 4274372 4,679,575
Instructional Support Levy 2 451,560 451,560 463,117
Management 3 559,791 559,791 582,006
Amana Library 4 0 0 0
Voted Physical Plant and Equipment 5 541,388 541,388 547,852
Regular Physical Plant and Equipment 6 164,785 164,785 167,792
Reorganization Equalization 7 0 0 0
Public Education/Recreation (Playground) 8 0 0 0
Debt Service 9 1,271,604 1,271,604 1,274,600
Grand Total 10 7,263,500 7,263,500 7,714,942
Budget Year
Current Year . Budget Year
Final Property Tax Rate Effe.c tive Property Tax Rate . Proposed Property Tax Rate
FY 2026 (No change in Property Tax Dollars Levied) FY 2027
FY 2027
Grand Total Levy Rate 15.00000 14.58560 15.50000
. C t Yo P d
Property Tax Comparison Pr(l)l;(rei?y T:;(res Pr opr:r‘;;sf‘ax e Percent Change
Residential property with an
Actual/Assessed Vaiue of $100,000/5110,000 m 739 6.75
Commercial property with an
Actual/Assessed Value of $300,000/5330,000 3,00 3,346 1468

Note: Actual/Assessed Valuation is multiplied by a Rollback Percentage to get to the Taxable Valuation to calculate Property Taxes. Residential and Commercial properties have
the same Rollback Percentage at $150,000 Actual/Assessed Valuation. The Proposed Property taxes assume a 10% increase in property values for the year as a comparison to the

current year.

Reasons for tax increase if proposed exceeds the current:
The District is raising the tax rate to $15.50 due to significant increases in special education and property and casualty insurance costs.

COUNTY NAME:
CEDAR COUNTY

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING -PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEVY
Fiscal Year July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2027

COUNTY NUMBER:
16

The County Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hearing on the proposed Fiscal Year County tax asking as follows:

Meeting Date: 3/24/2026

Meeting Time: 08:15AM  Meeting Location: Board of Supervisors meeting room

At the public hearing any resident or taxpayer may present objections to, or arguments in favor of the proposed tax levy. After the hearing of the proposed tax levy,

the Board will publish notice and hold a hearing on the proposed county budget.

Moved by Bix] ded by Gaul t Moved by Kaufmann seconded by Bell to County Website (if available) County Telephone Number
ove 3::Y2'§ g‘l secgnFo\e(z " /gs au ot reduce salary for Board of Supervisors to WWW.CEDARCOUNTY.IOWA.GOV (563) 886-6413
approve an Project  $28,717.14, a $1,000/per board member
reports. reduction. Current Year Budget Year Budget Year
Q}gevse :“ by Bamhart scconded b Ayes: Al Certified Effective Tax Proposed Tax
Kaufmann yto approve P & K Midwes); Moved by Barnhart seconded by Bixler TIowa Department of Management Property Tax
as lowest bidder $150,333.92 for 2026 o aPProve Fublic *éiz“hm“’upa;smz
unc::sAflfr a new mower tractor. retirement of Director LaRue with a cost FY 2025/2026 FY 2026/2027 FY 2026/2027
M‘gve'd by Gaul seconded by Bixler to i?/\gg-g:uof around $91,000. Taxable Valuations-General Services 1,578,087,913 1,595,382,574 1,595,382,574
approve utility permit for Windstream for 4 by Kaufmann seconded by Bixler Requested Tax Dollars-Countywide Rates Except Debt Service 8,733,186 8,733,186 8,954,244
e rett and $100fee apples to approve reduction of a parttime | Taxable Valuations-Debt Service 1,610,738,625 1,621,708.946 1,621,708.946
Moved by Bamhart seconded by  COommunity Service Clerk position with Requested Tax Dollars-Debt Service 811,426 811,426 816,952
Kaufmann to approve utility permit for cost savings of around $25,000. .
Ayes: All Requested Tax Dollars-Countywide Rates 9,544,612 9,544,612 9,771,196
FARM LAN D Fo R SALE Tax Rate-Countywide 6.03779 5.97439 6.11636
CEDAR CO. — NEW LISTING! 73.32-NPMN3ted 5 miles SE of Clarence. Taxable Valuations-Rural Services 1,011,040,986 1,020,854,312 1,020,854,312
72.30 Crop Acres with an 875/ 8RZ $15,850/acre. Requested Tax Dollars-Additional Rural Levies 2,775,409 2,775,409 2,802,347
CEDAR CO. - NEW LISTING! 40. }Nﬁdted 4% miles NW of Tipton. s
32.20 Crop Acres with a go.wg’gﬁ?ggso CRP Acres.  $13,950/acre. Tax Rate-Rural Additional 274510 271871 274510
CLINTON CO. - 229.60 Acres Iocaﬁwm of Lost Nation. 228.31 crop Rural Total 8.78289 8.69310 8.86146
acres with a 60.90 CSR2. AW productive farm! $11,500/acre.
JOHNSON CO. - 39.50 Acres, just N of lowa City, along Hwy 1. Includes a o
house, outbuildings, and historic barn. 21.41 crop acres w/66.80 CSR2. Tax Rate Comparison-Current VS. Proposed
$29,500/acre. Current Year
LINN CO. - NEW LISTING! 158.11 #@gﬂed 2 miles north of Central o . Certified Budget Year Percent
City. 138.03 Crop Acres g pETP! 2. Well-tiled farm on a hard- Residential property with an Property Tax Proposed Tax
surfaced road! $12,975/acre. Actual/Assessed Valuation of $100,000/$110,000 Change
MUSCATINE CO. — 80.15 Acres located 6 miles NE of Muscatine, off US-61. FY 2026/2027 8
Well-maintained pasture ideal for cow/calf or cattle operation. $$7,200/acre. FY 20252026
SCOTT CO. - 55.18 Acres in Davenport along [-280. 45.09 crop acres with Urban Taxpayer 286 300 4.90
an 80.20 CSR2. $19,500/acre.
DEVELOPMENT LAND Rural Taxpayer 417 434 4.08
CEDAR CO. - 5.44 Acres in city limits on hard-surfaced roads, SE side of Tax Rate Comparison-Current VS. Proposed
Lowden. A timbered lot near access to utilities with existing garage. Current Year
$239,000.00 Certified Budget Year
JOHNSON CO. - 115.21 Acres, just north of lowa City on Hwy 1. 86.80 Crop Commercial property with an Proposed Tax Percent
acres with 59.10 CSR2. Zoned for residential development. $29,500/acre. Actual/Assessed Valuation of $300,000/$330.000 Property Tax
RESIDENTIAL LOT FOR SALE o FY 202612027 Chanee
FY 2025/2026
CEDAR CO. - A 1.49-acre lot located 3 miles south of West Branch, close to
. ’ Urban Taxpayer 1,245 1,400 12.45
the Village of Downey. > B
71 330th St., West Branch $119,500.00 Rural Taxpayer 1,811 2,028 11.98
Note: Actual/Assessed Valuation is multiplied by a Rollback Percentage to get to the Taxable Valuation to calculate Property Taxes. Residential and Commercial properties have
Heriz M¢t. Vernon, IA the same Rollback Percentage at $150,000 Actual/Assessed Valuation. The Proposed Property taxes assume a 10% increase in property values for the year as a comparison to the
8 B Real Estate Services 319.895.8858 current year.

All Acres are ‘More or Less’ unless noted
www.Hertz.ag
Also Offering Professional Farm Management & Appraisal

Reasons for tax increase if proposed exceeds the current:
Due to limitations of generating revenue and the increase in expenditures.

N

NOW HIRING
2ND SHIFT NURSES

* Provide direct nursing care

» Administer medications & treatments
= Monitor resident conditions

* Accurate documentation

» Team-based care environment

Apply Today at:

www.cedarmanor.org
or in person at 1200 . Health, Dental & Vision
Mulberry St, Tipton, lowa

Insurance
= PTO {Paid Time Off)
= Competitive Wages

« Supportive Work
Environment

» Growth & Advancement

Opportunities

~ lives of adults and seniors.
 Collaborative Team - Work alongside
professionals who value respect and teamwork.
Diverse Experience — Develop your skills in
long-term care, hospital, and clinic-style

settings.
New Leadership — Be part of a positive culture
shift with engaged management.
Location:
Cedar Manor, Tipton, lowa

= Apply online or call Katlyn
at 563-886-2133 to learn
more!
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BRIEFS

Neighboring fires
West Branch Fire
Department responded to
a field fire Monday after-
noon around 3:45 p.m. that
threatened buildings about
five miles south of the city
at 2353 Baker Avenue.
West Liberty Fire assisted
as the fire spread to about
four acres and burned right
up to one steel machine
shed, WBFD Chief Kevin
Stoolman said. WBFD
called for the assist due to
the wind and dry conditions
and put the fire out in a bit
more than an hour. This fire
burned on the west side of
the road. At the same time,
a landowner conducted

a controlled burn on the
east side of Baker, right
across the street. However,
that eastside fire remained
under control. Gregory R.
Norfleet/West Branch Times

WBHS releases perfect attendance

The following students had perfect attendance for
the first quarter of the 2025-2026 school year.

Ninth grade: Lincoln Beckman, Madison Brand, Ca-
hetel Chekpo, Eloise Guhl, Paden Janssen, Harper
Jeffries, Motley Johnston, Peter Koenig, Charlie Krall,
Ava Lacina, Evan Petersen, Kincade Rios, Levi Rodg-
ers, Madelynn Sand, Brooks Seydel

10th Grade: Maksim Fernandez, Lila Finzel, Kend-
all Hudson, Mason Janssen, Lander Malloy, Dil-

lan Schenkel, MaryAnn Stubbs, Mason Vargason,

Hudson Wolfe

11th Grade: Connor Davidson, Eli Farmer, Anthony
Heitzman, Cael Nelson, Emalyn Poe, Logan Revis,

Garrett Sotzen, Emma Wolf, Joshua Zoulek

12th Grade: Logan Christoffel, Logan Heick, Carter
Hetrick, Kenzie Kirkpatrick, Tate Lynch, Griffin Seydel,
Kennedy Simpson, Audrey Watt

The following students had perfect attendance for
the second quarter of the 2025-2026 school year.
Ninth Grade: Ayla Gingerich, Paden Janssen, Gavin
LeMay, Kincade Rios, Levi Rodgers, Madelynn Sand,

Brooks Seydel

10th Grade: AJ Dresden, Lila Finzel, Carson Ging-
erich, Karlee Hansen, Kendall Hudson, Mason Jans-
sen, Noah Noble, Alexander Reardon, Broderick

Reardon, Raelyn Wilcher

11th Grade: Grace Hamann, Anthony Heitzman,
Grace Vincent, Stone Wildman
12th Grade: Ewan Arlen, Alex Moss, Madelynn

Tygrett

The following students had perfect attendance for
first semester of the 2025-2026 school year.
Ninth Grade: Paden Janssen, Kincade Rios, Levi

Rodgers, Madelynn Sand,

Brooks Seydel

10th Grade: Lila Finzel, Kendall Hudson, Mason

Janssen

11th Grade: Anthony Heitzman
12th Grade: (No seniors recorded perfect atten-

dance)

Senator

From Page 2

for rural Iowa, for farmers,
and for hard-working Iowa
families,” said Senator
Gruenhagen. “Since being
elected to represent Senate

District 41, I have proudly
supported historic tax cuts
for Iowans, implementing
a 3.8 percent flat tax. I also
supported eliminating taxes
on retirement income, pro-
vided farmers a first-time
pension exemption, and the
largest teacher pay increase

in Iowa’s history. This
year, we’ll be working on
a property tax overhaul to
bring more relief to Iowa’s
families and make living in
Towa more affordable. I am
proud of how far we have
come in the last four years,
and I’'m looking forward

to continue talking with
my constituents about our
successes and how we can
make our state even better
in the years to come.”
Senator Kerry
Gruenhagen, a former
Muscatine County Farm
Bureau president, operates

a grain farm with his father
and son in rural Scott and
Muscatine counties and is
a small business owner.
He has one son and three

grandchildren.

Senator Kerry
Gruenhagen  currently
serves as Government

Oversight Chair. He also
serves on the Agriculture,
Appropriations, Commerce,
Education, and Ways and
Means committees.

Senate District 41 con-
sists of Cedar County and
parts of Muscatine, and
Scott counties.

LEGALS

. ,
From Page 6
Library and Nikki Scheel of Clarence
Library addressed Board regarding
impact a 25% reduction in funding would
have on Cedar County libraries.
Moved by Barnhart seconded by Gaul
to approve Board Minutes of February
24, 2026.
Ayes: All
Absent: Bell, Bixler
Moved by Barnhart seconded by Gaul
to remove $11,000 from Board of
Supervisors budget as follows: reduce
wages by $1,000 per Board member,
reduce mileage by $5,000, reduce printed
legals by $500 and reduce printed min-
utes by $500.
Ayes: All
Absent: Bixler, Bell
Finance Director Dauber provided a
handout to Board members showing
each department’s attempt to cut 4% as
directed at last meeting. Each depart-
ment head had opportunity to speak
about what cut, if they didn’t reach 4%
and why. Grave markers will be removed
from Veterans Affairs budget and added
back into department 99. Board remind-
ed everyone that all these cuts are
being made to minimize increase in levy.
Discussion of office hours held and pos-
sibility of 40-hour work weeks being cut
to 37.5 hours. Consensus of Board that
entities are going to be pained next year
same as everyone else.
Moved by Gaul seconded by Barnhart to
implement reduction of Environmental &
Zoning, two part-time staff members and
revised figures that were submitted and
reviewed today.
Ayes: All
Absent: Bell, Bixler
Consensus of Board to have a meeting
with HR Attorney Galloway before May
1, 2026 for FY27/28 and start budgeting
process earlier.
Moved by Barnhart seconded by Gaul to
adjourn at 10:25 a.m., to March 3, 2026.
Ayes: All
Absent: Bixler, Bell
Jeff Kaufmann, Chairperson Pro-Tem
Nicki Welch, Auditor
WBT 10

Legal Notice

March 4, 2026
PUBLIC NOTICE
The Cedar County Planning & Zoning
Commission will be conducting a Public
Hearing on Wednesday, March 18, 2026,
at 6:30 p.m., in the Large Meeting Room,
in the basement of the Cedar County
Courthouse, Tipton, lowa.

At this time, the Commission will con-
sider the following petitions:

1. James and Judy Petersen,
401 240th St., West Branch
IA, (Owners) - Requesting
a change in zoning from A-1
Agricultural District to R-1
Suburban Residential for the
purpose of allowing construc-
tion of a single-family dwelling
on property located in the NW
Vs, SW %, SW %, except Parcel
“G” Section 5, T-80N, R-4W, in
Gower Township. Said petition
is to rezone 1.73 acres of a pro-
posed 7.29 acres tract.

2. Jeffery and Joanna Reichert,
876 247th St., Tipton, A
(Owners) and Matthew and
Justine Wagaman, 1159 330th
St., Moscow, IA (Buyers) —
Requesting a change in zoning
from A-1 Agricultural District to
R-1 Suburban Residential for the
purpose of constructing a sin-
gle family dwelling on property
described as Parcel G, located
in the SW %, SW %, Section 16,
T-80N, R-3W, in Center West
Township. Said petition is to
rezone 3.3 acres of a 23.12 acre
tract.

At said Public Hearing, any person pres-
ent, and so wishing, will be given the
opportunity to be heard, for or against,
said petition. Any person so wishing may
file a document with the Cedar County
Zoning Administrator prior to the time of
the hearing should the person wish the
document to be read for them at the time
of the hearing.
/s/ Philip LaRue
Zoning Administrator
WBT 10

Legal Notice

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON A CERTIFICATION AGREEMENT
BY AND BETWEEN IOWA STATE
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER
AND THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH.

PLEASE BE ALSO
ADVISED that a public hearing on the
proposed Certified Local Government
Agreement with the Historic Preservation
Commission will be held at 6:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, March 18th, 2026 in the
Council Chambers at City Hall, 110 N.
Poplar Street, West Branch, lowa 52358.
At that time, the Historic Preservation
Commission will receive comments for
or against said Agreement. In addition,
written comments can be forwarded to
the City Clerk.

/sl

Alycia Friis, City Clerk
WBT 10

West Branch city
council

(The following is a synopsis of the min-
utes of the West Branch City Council
meeting. A video recording is available
for inspection at westbranchiowa.org.
The minutes are not approved until the
next regularly scheduled City Council
meeting.)

West Branch, lowa; City Council; March
2, 2026

Council Chambers; Regular Meeting;
7:00 p.m.

Mayor Laughlin called the West Branch
City Council regular meeting to order at
7:00 p.m.

Roll call: Council members present;
Colton Miller , Mike Horihan, Jerry
Sexton, Chantry Noel and Tom Dean.
City Staff present: City Administrator
Adam Kofoed, City Clerk Alycia Friis,
City Attorney Kevin Olson, City Engineer
Dave Schechinger

Attending by Zoom: Finance Officer
Heidi Van Auken, Deputy City Clerk
Jessica Brown and Library Director
Jessie Shaffer

APPROVE THE AGENdA

Motion to Approve the Agenda made by
Miller, 2nd by Noel. Motion carried on a
voice vote.

APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA
Approve Minutes from the February 17,
2026 City Council meeting.

Approval of a Block Party Request - 427
Green St.

Approve January Financial Report
Approve Claims for March 2, 2026.
EXPENDITURES - 3/2/2026
AMAZON.COM-YOUTH PROGRAM
SUPPLIES & BOOKS - LIB-473.49
GOERDT INSPECTION-BLDG
INSPECTIONS-1,092.00

IOWA LAW ENFORCEMENT-VARIOUS
TRAINING FOR PD-400.00
MISCELLANEOUS VENDOR-RMK
DEVELOPMENT:REIMBURSEMENT
-350.00

STERICYCLE-SHREDDING
SERVICES-98.98

VAN AUKEN, HEIDI-MILEAGE
REIMBURSEMENT-119.92
TOTAL--2,534.39

PAYROLL-WAGES, TAXES, EMPLOYEE
BENEFITS - 2/27/2026

72,014.63

PAID BETWEEN MEETINGS

AMAZON.COM-VARIOUS ITEMS -
LIBRARY-436.32

BMI-ANNUAL MUSIC LICENSE-459.00
BOUND TREE MEDICAL-MEDICAL
SUPPLIES - FIRE-72.97

CORRIDOR ENERGY COOP-STREET
LIGHTS-350.34

CULLIGAN WATER-WATER
SOFTENER SERVICE-75.23
FRONTLINE PLUS FIRE &
RESCUE-WARNING SIRENS MAINT
SERVICE-750.00

HD SUPPLY-CLEANING SUPPLIES -
TH-31.36

HEIMAN FIRE EQUIPMENT-
INTERCEPTOR HOOD - FIRE-991.14
HI-LINE-SHOP SUPPLIES — PW-246.06
INTERSTATE POWER SYSTEMS-
LIFT STATION GENERATOR
REPAIR-5,264.38

IOWA CITY TIRE & SERVICE-TIRES
FOR EXPLORER — PD-745.95
MENARDS-SHOP CLEANING
SUPPLIES — PW-56.72

MOPPY MO’S-JANITORIAL SERVICE
— FIRE-17.50

OLSON, KEVIN D-LEGAL SERVICES -
FEBRUARY 2026-1,500.00
OVERDRIVE-DIGITAL & AUDIO

BOOKS-428.18

PAPAS TRUCK & TRAILER-TRUCK
REPAIR - FIRE-1,139.50

PYRAMID SERVICES-CHAIN & REPAIR
— FIRE-488.26

QUILL-OFFICE SUPPLIES - CITY,
PW-646.91

RACOM CORPORATION-WIRELESS
DOWNLOAD FIX — PD-390.00

WEST BRANCH ANIMAL CLINIC-
ANIMAL CONTROL - STRAY CATS-
135.00

WEST BRANCH REPAIRS-LIGHT BULB
— PD-70.90

WEST BRANCH TIMES-LEGAL
PUBLICATIONS-492.80
AMAZON.COM-VARIOUS MISC. ITEMS
— LIBRARY-1,174.82

GOLD MEDAL CENTRAL-CUBBY
POPCORN MACHINE - P&R-1,415.95
HAWKINS-CHEMICALS-3,067.08
IOWA CODIFICATION-JANUARY 2026
SUPPLEMENT-351.00

LEAF CAPITAL FUNDING-COPIER
LEASE - CITY OFFICE-396.00
MEDIACOM-CABLE SERVICES

-41.90

US BANK CORPORATE CARD-CREDIT
CARD PURCHASES-4,197.59
VERIZON WIRELESS-VERIZON
WIRELESS-424.81

WEST BRANCH ANIMAL CLINIC-
ANIMAL CONTORL - STRAY CAT-75.00
SISCO-HEALTH & FLEX
CLAIMS-2,224.66

SISCO-HEALTH CLAIMS 2-23-2026-
1,139.47

MISCELLANEOUS VENDORS-UB
REFUNDS-92.87
METLIFE-INSURANCE
PREMIUM-2,387.38
SISCO-INSURANCE PREMIUM
-16,567.77

TOTAL--48,344.82

GRAND TOTAL
EXPENDITURES--122,893.84

FUND TOTALS

001 GENERAL FUND-46,560.14

022 CIVIC CENTER-31.36

031 LIBRARY -6,580.33
110 ROAD USE TAX-5,938.67

112 TRUST AND AGENCY-33,834.49
600 WATER FUND-13,561.22

610 SEWER FUND-15,691.80

740 STORM WATER UTILITY-695.83
GRAND FUND TOTAL--122,893.84
Motion by Miller, second by Dean to
approve the Consent agenda. AYES:
Miller, Dean, Noel, Horihan, Sexton.
NAYS: None. Motion carried.
PRESENTATIONS / communications /
open forum — None

Discussion

Lexus Nexus vendor discussion- This
system would be utilized to help with
collecting the data needed to work with
residents that move out with delinquent
accounts and to get refund checks to
rental customers when they move out-
side of West Branch, but still within the
state of lowa. Single user access to this
system will cost $150/month, so the pro-
posal is to subscribe to this system for
one year to go through current records
and collect what is needed to be able to
reach out to these customers and then
to close out the program until needed
at a later time. This will be on the next

Agenda for further action.

Red Lion Solar Energy Proposal/
Discussion- Terry Dvorak shared infor-
mation on his privately funded solar
business. The proposal would add solar
arrays to 10 of the 18 city properties that
make the most sense. A list of these
areas is: City Hall Roof, Town Hall east
facing roof, Library roof, Fire Department
east or west roof, Streets Shop roof,
North Water Tower (elevated ground
mount or fenced in area), Well Pumps
(ground array north of the cemetery),
South Water Tower (small ground mount-
ed square), Cubby Park (small ground
square), WW Treatment Plant (north of
ponds if dust control is used or north of
the overall property). Further discussion
was had on the timeframe, logistics and
feasibility of this project. A committee will
meet to talk about options and how to
proceed with this potential project.
PUBLIC HEARING / NON-CONSENT
AGENDA

Public Hearing — Hearing on proposal to
enter into a Sewer Revenue Loan and
Distribution Agreement. / Move to Action.
Mayor Laughlin called the Public Hearing
to order at 7:39pm. With no questions
or comments, the Public Hearing was
closed by the mayor at 7:40pm.
Resolution 2026-06 Approving a Five-
Year Agreement for Maintenance

and Repair of Primary Roads in
Municipalities between the City of

West Branch and the lowa Department
of Transportation. / Move to Action.
Mitchell Wood with the 1A DOT, attended
the meeting to answer any questions

on the agreement for the Mayor and
Councilmembers. After discussion, it
was determined that this agreement will
not change any responsibilities of the
DOT versus the city’s public works staff
within road maintenance on the bridges,
on and off ramps and sidewalks along
the bridge. This is renewed every 5
years.

Motion by Miller, second by Dean to
approve Resolution 2026-06. AYES:
Miller, Dean, Sexton, Horihan, Noel.
NAYS: Motion carried.

Resolution 2026-17 Approving and
Authorizing a Loan and Disbursement
Agreement and providing for the issu-
ance and securing the payment sewer
Revenue Bonds, Series 2026./ Move

to Action.

Motion by Dean, second by Miller to
approve Resolution 2026-17. AYES:
Dean, Miller, Noel, Horihan, Sexton.
NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Resolution 2026-18 Approving the
Application for the purpose of receiving
benefits from the Washington County
Riverboat Foundation./ Move to Action.
Motion by Miller, second by Dean to
approve Resolution 2026-18. AYES:
Miller, Dean, Horihan, Sexton, Noel.
NAYS: None. Motion carried.
Resolution 2026-19 Approving the
Matching Funds for an Application for
the Purpose of receiving benefits from
the Washington County Riverboat
Foundation./ Move to Action.

Motion by Miller, second by Noel to
approve Resolution 2026-19. AYES:

Miller, Noel, Sexton, Horihan, Dean.
NAYS: None. Motion carried.
Resolution 2026-20 Approving the City
Admin. to request the $20,749.00 from
West Branch Schools for the purpose
of Grant Funding and Building the trail
in the right of way, in front of the High
School property./ Move to Action.
These funds were incorporated into the
purchase of the right of way in front of
the High School during the roundabout
construction project. The City needed
to purchase this property in line with the
funding for the roundabout project and
gave the funds to the school with the
agreement that the funds would be given
to the City to be used as matching funds
within the further development of this
area with the addition of a trail.

Motion by Dean, second by Sexton to
approve Resolution 2026-20. AYES:
Dean, Sexton, Miller, Noel, Horihan,
Miller. NAYS: None. Motion carried.
Resolution 2026-21 Approving the
Deputy City Clerk Job Description./
Move to Action.

Motion by Noel, second by Sexton to
approve Resolution 2026-21. AYES:
Noel, Sexton, Horihan, Dean, Miller.
NAYS: Motion carried

Resolution 2026-22 Approving the
Finance Officer Job Description./ Move
to Action.

Motion by Miller, second by Dean to
approve Resolution 2026-22. AYES:
Miller, Dean, Horihan, Noel, Sexton.
NAYS: Motion carried

Resolution 2026-23 Approving the City
Administrator Job Description./ Move

to Action.

Motion by Miller, second by Noel to
approve Resolution 2026-23. AYES:
Miller, Noel, Sexton, Horihan, Dean.
NAYS: Motion carried

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT —
Kofoed shared that he would be
planning to submit the Heritage Hill
Redevelopment project into the follow-
ing awards and organizations: lowa
City/County Management Association
(laCMA)- Program of the Year Award,
International City/County Management
Association (ICMA)- Local Government
Excellence / Good Governance

Award, lowa League of Cities- All-

Star Community Award. He will show
the leadership in redevelopment and
long-term planning, recognize effective
collaboration within the areas involved,
showcase fiscal responsibility and strate-
gic infrastructure investment, elevate the
City’s reputation at the state and national
level and increase community pride and
external visibility for economic develop-
ment efforts.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT

The Sale of the Nuisance Property on
Main Street, fell through. Olsen will be
submitting the official citation for record-
ing tomorrow, to move forward with the
efforts to get this property cleaned up.
CITY ENGINEER REPORT
Schechinger presented the proposal
amount for the road work on W Main
Street from the roundabout to the
Pedersen St. bridge. There was a pro-
posal with the work on the existing road
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and adding 5’ shoulders and an option
of adding a turning lane as well. Adding
the turn lane would add approximately
$230,000.00 to the project total. One

of the main areas of concern was the
widening of the shoulders for safety
reasons and to utilize asphalt shoulders
to reduce the rutting and maintenance of
the shoulders. This will be added to the
next council meeting to firm up a deci-
sion on the direction that the city will go
with. The pickleball court that the Lion’s
Club is working on has been staked off
and will be starting soon. Boomerang
has reached out and they will be back in
the area within the next couple weeks to
begin the finishing work on the Cedar-
Johnson Road project to complete this.
The work on the Wapsi Creek Widening
will also restart soon.

STAFF REPORTS- None

COMments from mayor and council
members —

Mayor Laughlin and Councilpersons
Sexton and Dean will all be out for the
March 16th meeting.

adjournment

Motion to adjourn by Miller, second by
Dean. Motion carried on a voice vote.
City Council meeting adjourned at 8:23
p.m.

Roger Laughlin, Mayor
ATTEST:

Alycia Friis, City Clerk
WBT 10

http://ddmiller.
zenfolio.com/
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The Conference Board of the above-named Assessing Jurisdiction will conduct a public hearing on the proposed fiscal year budget as follows:

Meeting Date: 3/24/2026 Meeting Time: 08:00 AM  Meeting Location: Assessor's Office

At the public hearing any resident or taxpayer may present their objections to, or arguments in favor of, any part of the proposed budget. This notice represents a
summary of the supporting detail of receipts and expenditures on file with the Conference Board Clerk. Copies of the Supplemental Budget Detail will be furnished to
any taxpayer upon their request.

Contact Name: Cari Dauber

Contact Telephone Number: (563) 886-6413

Estimated | Estimated .

FYE | FYE June s A . Estimated

June 30,2026 F%EZ'{)';I;Q Transfers E};l dllag Bel%lnnéng Es(t)l:rl:ated Transfers | Amount To
30,2025  Re- ’ Out un un er In | beRaisedBy

Actual | estimated Proposed Balance FY | Balance FY | Receipts Taxation
2027 2027

1. Assessment Expense 600,234 519,090 597,329 1,403,925 1,331,184 25,264 0 644,806
2.FICA 0 0 0 0 0
3. IPERS 0 0 0 0 0
4. Emergency 0 0 0 0 0
5. Unemployment Comp. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
6. Tort Liability 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
7. TOTAL 600,234 519,090 597,329 0] 1,403,925 1,331,184 25,264 0 644,806

Proposed taxation rate per $1,000 valuation: § 0.40417

Virtual Meeting Information:
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